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       2.7  Variations on the MDP Curriculum 
The MDP curriculum outlined in this report is not intended to be a “one-
size-fi ts-all” degree program. Host institutions may develop specifi c 
variations of the curriculum to fi t within the local context or the academic 
culture of participating universities. For example, academic institutions may 
modify the MDP curriculum to incorporate a regional focus, to include a 
discipline-based specialization, or to provide complementary skill training 
within a specialized program of study. Any variation, however, should be 
anchored in the core competencies outlined earlier in this report.
 
Regional Variations
Consultations with academic institutions from around the world have 
confi rmed support for the creation of distinct, regionally-focused MDP 
“hub” programs. The function of the regional MDP hubs would be two-fold: 
they would be able to pool academic and fi nancial resources to support 
the MDP program, and at the same time they would establish themselves 
as regional centers of expertise in sustainable development. 

For instance, in Africa and in Southeast Asia, regional education centers 
could be formed to draw together academic and fi nancial resources from 
throughout the region to ensure that the MDP students have access to the 
range of academic disciplines and educational activities that are central to 
the overarching goals of the MDP program. 

In other cases, universities may draw upon region-specifi c knowledge 
to design their MDP curriculum. For example, the University of Central 
Asia plans to include a focus on mountain communities within the 
MDP curriculum to address the particular conditions and challenges to 
development faced by indigenous communities living in mountainous 
regions. Similarly, Mekelle University in Ethiopia plans to build an MDP 
curriculum with a particular focus on dry-land agriculture and development. 
Likewise, University of São Paulo in Brazil has expressed its interest in 
an MDP curriculum with a focus on sustainable development within the 
Amazon.

Specialized Programs
In addition to the regional variations on the MDP degree, some students 
may wish to pursue a specialization in a specifi c fi eld. While the two-year 
program outlined in this report provides rigorous training for generalist 
sustainable development practitioners, students may also have the option 
of enrolling in an extended (i.e. 32-month) program that would allow 
deeper study of a chosen area. 

Specialized programs may be based on concentrations in a particular fi eld 
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of development (i.e. agriculture, economics, engineering, environment or 
health), or they may focus on a particular region. Students with a regional 
focus would be required, if possible, to spend their fi nal semester enrolled 
at a partner MDP program within that region (e.g., students with the 
“Central Asia and Mountain Communities” concentration would complete 
one semester of study at the University of Central Asia, participating in 
classes and fi eld experiences relevant to their specialization). 

Condensed MDP Programs to Complement Specialized Degree 
Programs 
An abbreviated version of the MDP curriculum may be offered to 
students pursuing specialized degrees in relevant development fi elds. 
Such programs would include core coursework in the MDP disciplines 
to complement Doctoral- and Master’s-level programs in fi elds such as 
public health, medicine, agriculture, economics, environmental science, 
and other core fi elds of sustainable development. By incorporating the 
“development practice” focus within a specialized degree program, 
students would have the opportunity to round out their skill set, enabling 
them to successfully work across disciplines to coordinate interventions. 

       2.8  Program Administration and Organizational Structure for New
 MDP Programs

In forming new MDP programs, each participating university should 
establish appropriate organizational structures to support program 
administration. While partner programs would be able to access shared, 
global curricula through the online learning resource center, each university 
would be responsible for directly overseeing the local management of 
the MDP program including academic planning, student recruitment and 
support services, as well as faculty support. 

The following provides general guidance for the establishment of new 
programs, with the understanding that unique modifi cations may occur 
in each case. 

Program Administration and Organizational Structure 
As the MDP program draws from a range of academic disciplines, 
strategic coordination and institutional support is required in order to 
ensure effective management of the degree program. Each MDP program 
should be housed within a university department, institute or affi liated 
center that is capable of bridging together academics and practitioners 
from a range of disciplines and academic departments. A school of policy 
or public administration may serve as a logical home base for an MDP 
program if it is able to effectively integrate faculty from health sciences, 
natural sciences and engineering. 
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